
Welcome to the 2017 Disrupted Festival of Ideas 
presented by the State Library of Western Australia. 
For the fourth year running, the program of keynote 
speakers, discussion panels, conversations and 
immersive experiences will challenge your thinking and 
inspire you. 

From the ancient Royal Library of Alexandria filled with 
papyrus scrolls, to the digital technology hub of today, 
the library has always been a place for the origination, 
exploration and interpretation of ideas. 

I hope you will join in the discussion of new ideas and 
enjoy a program themed around Resilience. 

The Festival presents some of Australia’s most recognised 
creative thinkers, agents-of-change and paradigm 
shifters. This year’s line-up promises you even more 
opportunities to take part in critical debate and 
surrender to a range of creative experiences. 

Reimagine your State Library and  
be Disrupted.

Margaret Allen,  
CEO & State Librarian

We are pleased to present the 2017 
Disrupted Festival of Ideas. With the 
State Library of Western Australia’s 
vision, we have created an amazing 
line up of speakers that will share their 
stories of resilience and hope. The team 
has again worked tirelessly to bring you 
a program open to all. Make sure you 
disrupt your weekend this July!

Georgia Malone, Executive Producer and  
Sarah Rowbottam, Curator

FREE EVENT
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

Topical 75 minute discussions

Millennial Myths
Saturday 1pm, Library Theatre 
Ziggy Roma Fatnowna, Nayuka Gorrie, Amrita Hepi,  
Conrad Liveris. Facilitator: Dr Rebecca Huntley

Millennials are the most digitally connected generation ever but 
are often reduced to a punch line in the media and pop culture. 
Some remain ambivalent whilst others are experimenting with 
new ways to tackle current issues of land sovereignty, equality 
and social issues by speaking out online and in public forums. 
Millennials unite to share why they have chosen to step into 
the public sphere and how they remain determined to create 
change.

Our Voices: Disrupting Australian Media
Saturday 1pm, Discovery Lounge 
Tara Moss, Luke Pearson, David Ritter, Aaron Smith  
Facilitator: Flip Prior

The last decade has experienced a surge of digital ecosystems 
and autonomous news services that celebrate diversity and raise 
awareness of countless issues amplified by voices previously 
unheard in Australian media. This panel of journalists and 
community leaders will discuss the changing face of the media 
and question whether the stories told by the new voices are 
being listened to by the decision makers and influencers.

Questions for the Nation
Saturday 2:30pm, Discovery Lounge 
Zoë Coombs Marr, Nayuka Gorrie, Sisonke Msimang  
Facilitator: Dr Rebecca Huntley 

Who do we want to be and how are we going to get there? 
In partnership with the Wheeler Centre in Melbourne, social 
researcher Dr Rebecca Huntley hosts a discussion on the 
present and future of the nation. Join a writer, an activist and a 
comedian for their take on the most important question facing 
Australia today before the microphone turns to you: What 
questions should Australia be asking?

Why Language Matters
Sunday 12pm, Discovery Lounge 
David Astle, Kylie Bracknell, Kim Scott. Facilitator: Daniel Midgley

Australia is incredibly linguistically diverse yet faces a great 
decline in traditional language preservation and literacy 
avenues for migrant communities. The discourse around 
language maintenance, appropriation, translation and re-
awakening technology can feel like a mine field, but is it  
really that complicated? David, Kylie, Kim and Daniel share 
their insights into how language can be kept alive and why  
it should be.

Creative Climates
Sunday 1:30pm, Discovery Lounge 
Loren Kronemyer, David Ritter, Latai Taumoepeau, Kingsley Dixon 
Facilitator: Victoria Laurie

As the realities of climate change become more urgent, 
artists and arts organisations are building sustainability into 
their practice, imagining futures and potential solutions to 
climate related issues. Ecological agency, water sovereignty, 
ecosexuality, global weirding and environmental justice can 
be a heady mix. Join this panel of artists, scientists and activists 
working at the nexus of these fields to discuss whether art can 
help build community resilience to climate change.

Can We Survive the 21st Century? 
Sunday 3pm, Discovery Lounge 
Dr Beth George, Kon Karapanagiotidis OAM, Ky Sinclair,  
Latai Taumoepeau, Simon White. Facilitator: Kelli McCluskey

In a period of rapid technological change, great environmental 
and economic uncertainty, the future looks challenging, but 
do we have the tools to survive it? From climate change to 
economic precarity, city planning and alternative food sources, 
five different voices tackle a series of scenarios on how they 
would respond after a critical event disrupts daily living.

INSTALLATIONS AND ENCOUNTERS

Adventures in and around the Library

Burundi Peace Band 
Documentary and Live Performance
Saturday 12pm–12:45pm, Discovery Lounge

During and after the Burundian Civil War (1993-2006) the Twa 
community were persecuted in the Tutsi and Hutu dominated 
Burundi. The Twa, including members of this band and its leader 
Jean Philip Irambona, were forced from their homelands and fled to 
Tanzania. The Burundi Peace Band sing, dance and play music to 
heal the traumas from war and to remember their homeland.

View this short documentary about the band and their efforts 
to make Western Australia home. By Clay Pot Media, directed 
by Coel Healy, the documentary will be screened prior to the 
Band’s performance.

Magnolia’s Open Mic
Saturday 12:30pm–1:30pm, First Edition Café and Bar Courtyard 

Magnolia’s Open Mic is a stage set for young people wanting 
to speak their mind through poetry, hip-hop, music and comedy. 
Hosted by the Magnolia’s crew and Dilla Suhadji, get some 
lunch and join in at the courtyard.

 To participate register at slwa.wa.gov.au

Talkin’ Nyungar with Boomerang and Spear
Saturday 1pm–2:15pm, The Story Place

A rare opportunity to gather with Nyungar language speakers, 
Kylie and Clint Bracknell for a fun and moorditj word-sharing 
session. Learn basic vocabulary about Nyungar boodjar and 
moort, a couple of songs and yarn in Nyungar language. Bring 
your most enthusiastic self. There’s much to cover. WOOLAH.

 Limited capacity – reserve your place at slwa.wa.gov.au

Power Moves for Perilous Times
Saturday 3pm–4pm, Great Southern Room

Dance activist Amrita Hepi sells out her nationwide pop culture 
dance classes in seconds. Now she takes a turn to the left, 
mashing up dance class with performance lecture in Power 
Moves For Perilous Times. Recharge in this one-hour beginners 
dance class and expand your power-movement repertoire with 
techniques from the likes of Beyoncé, Rihanna, John Travolta, 
Willie Ninja, Bruce Lee, Grace Jones and GoGo Yubari.

 Limited capacity – reserve your place at slwa.wa.gov.au

Changing the Conversation on Refugees and Getting 
it on the #RightTrack with Kon Karapanagiotidis OAM 
Sunday 10am–2pm, Great Southern Room

Join Kon for a four hour workshop as he shares the findings 
of ASRC’s ground-breaking ‘Words That Work’ messaging 
research that was led by communications expert Anat Shenker-
Osorio. Discuss how this has informed the development of a 
values-based conversation framework that has proven to shift 
community attitudes on how people seeking asylum should be 
treated.

Kon will share the ASRC tools and strategies to enable you to 
engage with people of influence in your networks and create an 
alternative narrative using the power of conversation as a tool 
for social change.

If you believe the key to changing the policy direction of 
current and future governments lies in the ability to reach out 
beyond the ‘echo chamber’ and bring new people into the 
conversation, join Kon and change the conversation.

 Limited capacity – reserve your place at slwa.wa.gov.au

Madjitil Moorna Choir
Sunday 11:40am–12pm, Discovery Lounge

Madjitil Moorna is a group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people who sing in Nyungar language to build understanding, 
hope and joy. Award-winning Indigenous songwriters George 
Walley, Della Rae Morrison, Candice Lorrae and other guest 
singer/songwriters lead the group in a mix of soulful and joyous 
contemporary and traditional songs. 

Nyungar Songs Workshop with Madjitil Moorna
Sunday 1:45pm–2:45pm, Library Theatre

Nyungar language, the language of the South-West region 
of Western Australia, is endangered. Language is about 
belonging, feeling connected to place and through time. Join 
the Madjitil Moorna Choir and learn to sing in language from 
the oldest living culture led by Musical Directors Della Rae 
Morrison and George Walley, accompanied by Kobi Morrison.

 Limited capacity – reserve your place at slwa.wa.gov.au

Museum of Water
Saturday and Sunday, 11am–4pm, Outside the State Library

Be part of water history – donate your water and stories to 
Museum of Water. Choose your water, find a bottle to put it in 
and share why you brought it. 

Museum of Water is a collection of donated water that tells 
stories of the people who have donated and the places visited 
by the Museum. In this appearance for Disrupted you can also 
explore the collection from WA so far and enjoy a drop of the 
finest at our refreshing Water Bar.

Water donated will be exhibited in PIAF 2018 before 
becoming part of the WA Museum’s permanent collection.

Created by Amy Sharrocks, a UK based live artist, sculptor and 
filmmaker, her work focuses on collaboration and exchange. 

Amy uses everyday activities, such as walking or swimming, to 
create memorable experiences for participants.
Presented by Perth International Arts Festival in association with the 
WA Museum and supported by the Water Corporation. Produced 
by Perth International Arts Festival and Artsadmin.

MYRadio: Magnolia’s with Special Guests
Saturday and Sunday 11am–4:30pm, The Nook

Choose your headphones and tune into this pirate radio station 
featuring bright young minds sharing their insights on Disrupted 
Festival and interviewing speakers from the program. Switch 
channels and listen to the latest playlists from young DJ’s and 
special guest musicians. No bookings required.
Magnolia’s is a DIY live talk show hosted and produced by 
Matthew Aitken and Tristan Fidler. Magnolia’s has performed at 
Fringe World, Revelation Film Festival, National Science Week, 
Camp Doogs and RTRFM Radiothon.

Eat the City
Wander the sidewalks and cityscape with two experts in urban 
survival as guides. 
Walk 1 – Urban hunting with the homeless, led by Len 
Saturday and Sunday 11:30am, The Nook

While Len now lives in supported housing, he has extensive 
experience of living on the streets and how the hunt for food 
can bring people together. Walk with Len and gain insight into 
the resourcefulness of the homeless.
Walk 2 – Indigenous food culture before colonisation, led by elder 
Dale Tilbrook 
Saturday and Sunday 1pm, The Nook

Walk with Dale and learn about Indigenous seasons, 
culture and land management, bringing to life the complex 
and sophisticated cultivation systems that have been lost to 
colonisation and urban development.
Re-thinking Food Culture: Lunch with Manna 
Saturday and Sunday 2:30pm, Library Portico

A tasting plate will be served courtesy of Manna, who have 
been feeding hundreds of Perth homeless since 1996. 

 Limited capacity – reserve your place for these sessions at 
slwa.wa.gov.au Please arrive 15 minutes prior to each walk.
Co-creators Janet Carter and Elizabeth Pedler collaborate with 
communities who have expert knowledge of urban foods to map 
and share free food sources in the city. 
Eat the City is proudly supported by International Art Space.

Right Wrongs: 1967 Referendum – the WA Story
Until Sunday 3 September, Ground Floor Gallery 

This exhibition recounts the 1967 Referendum and its impact 
on who we are, and what we can become, through the voices 
and stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Fifty 
years later the deeply symbolic victory of the ‘Yes’ vote remains 
a key moment in the long and ongoing fight for equality. Oral 
histories, images and stories from the State Library’s collection 
are featured.
Presented in partnership with the WA Museum, the Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs, NSLA, AIATSIS and the ABC. 

IN CONVERSATION

Intimate 60 minute conversations

Digging into Resilience
Saturday 2:30pm, Library Theatre 
David Astle and Daniel Midgley 

Resilience is a word commonly used and hard to avoid. It can 
be a millstone as much as it is a milestone, asking us to spring 
back, thrive and rise against misfortunes rather than weathering 
the storm. Wordsmith David Astle and linguist Daniel Midgley 
unpick the etymology and currency of the word, exploring why 
and how it’s become a secret playbook for ‘getting on with it’. 

Talk the Talk with guest Kylie Bracknell
Sunday 10:15am, Library Theatre and Live Recording 
Ben Ainslie, Kylie Bracknell, Daniel Midgely, Kylie Sturgess

RTRFM’s popular weekly show about linguistics and the science 
of language comes to Disrupted. Daniel Midgely (linguist), Ben 
Ainslie (educator) and Kylie Sturgess (Token Sceptic podcast) 
tackle language change, language technology, new words, 
society and minority languages with guest Kylie Bracknell. This 
session will be recorded for broadcast on RTRFM.

Who Laughs Last
Sunday 12pm, Library Theatre 
Tiernan Brady and Zoë Coombs Marr 

For many, politics can feel like a bad punch-line. It is getting 
harder to tell where public affairs end and comedy begins. Best 
known for her beer swigging alter-ego character Dave, artist 
and comedian Zoë Coombs Marr joins former political director 
of the successful Irish marriage equality referendum, Tiernan 
Brady, to discuss the seriousness of satire, the absurdity of 
politics and how sharing a laugh is the greatest democratiser.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS

Big thinkers share their world in 40 minutes 
followed by Q&A

A Fair Go?
Saturday 11am, Discovery Lounge 
Presenter: Kon Karapanagiotidis OAM 
Facilitator: Terri-ann White

With ever-hardening borders and widening economic 
inequality, Australia has come face to face with the greatest 
migrant and refugee crisis since WW2. Kon shares his 
experience of working with the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
(ASRC) showing how innovative and holistic approaches to 
human mobility can shift the paradigm of immigration from a 
burden to a humanitarian and entrepreneurial opportunity. Does 
seizing the social and cultural capital that immigration brings 
create a better way forward for asylum seekers in Australia? 

Words Matter: Tara Moss talks about the Power  
of Speaking Out
Saturday 4pm, Discovery Lounge 
Presenter: Tara Moss 
Facilitator: Sisonke Msimang

In an era of cyberhate, anti-feminist ‘men’s rights activism’ 
and Trump, speaking your mind can feel like a dangerous 
proposition. Author and human rights advocate Tara Moss talks 
about how long-standing stereotypes and power structures, 
combined with abuse of new technologies, continue to limit 
the amplification of women’s voices and participation in public 
life. How do we continue to speak out, maintain energy and 
optimism in an age of ongoing inequalities, cyberbullying and 
sexism?

Tara Moss Book Signing

Following the keynote presentation, join Tara Moss in the First 
Edition Café and Bar for a book signing. Bring your copy of 
one of her novels or purchase Speaking Out or The Fictional 
Woman at the signing.

Share the Love Mate: Equality in Australia
Sunday 10:30am, Discovery Lounge 
Presenter: Tiernan Brady 
Facilitator: Narelda Jacobs 

How does a minority right become a majority opinion?  
World leader in the marriage equality campaign, Tiernan Brady 
speaks about taking a different approach to campaigning and 
his experience with Ireland’s successful ‘YES’ campaign. From 
kitchen tables to workplaces and television, Tiernan shares how 
sometimes a cup of tea and the freedom to ask questions, rather 
than angry debating, is more empowering and more effective 
as an alternative strategy for creating change. 

 Limited capacity – register your place now at slwa.wa.gov.au or eventbrite.com.au for these sessions.

 Keynote Presentation  In Conversation  Panel Discussion  Installations and Encounters  Music Program

F E S T I VA L  O F  I D E A S

SAT 29 & SUN 30 JULY 2017

PROGRAM
SAT 

29 10
:0

0a
m

10
:3

0a
m

11
:0

0a
m

11
:3

0a
m

12
:0

0p
m

12
:3

0p
m

1:
00

pm

1:
30

pm

2:
00

pm

2:
30

pm

3:
00

pm

3:
30

pm

4:
00

pm

4:
30

pm

5:
00

pm

5:
30

pm

6:
00

pm

6:
30

pm

DI
SC

O
VE

RY
 

LO
U

N
G

E

W
el

co
m

e A Fair Go?  
Kon Karapan-

agiotidis

Burundi 
Peace Band

Our Voices: 
Disrupting Australia 

Media

Questions for the 
Nation

Words 
Matter:  

Tara Moss

LI
BR

A
RY

 
TH

EA
TR

E

Millennial Myths
Digging into 
Resilience

G
RE

AT
 

SO
U

TH
ER

N
 

RO
O

M Power Moves 
for Perilous 

Times

TH
E 

ST
O

RY
 

PL
A

CE

Talkin’ Nyungar with 
Boomerang and 

Spear

TH
E 

N
O

O
K Eat the City – Walk 1 

Registrations 
11:15am

Eat the City – Walk 2 
Registrations 

12:45pm

Eat the City 
– Lunch with 

Manna

FI
RS

T 
ED

IT
IO

N
 

CA
FE

 &
 B

A
R

Magnolia’s 
Open Mic

Disrupted Festival Music Program 
4pm Rok Riley DJ Set  

5:15pm Ziggy Ramo Live, 6:15pm Kuzich Live

A
RO

U
N

D 
TH

E 
LI

BR
A

RY MYRadio

Museum of Water

Right Wrongs: 1967 Referendum – The WA Story

SUN 

30 10
:0

0a
m

10
:3

0a
m

11
:0

0a
m

11
:3

0a
m

12
:0

0p
m

12
:3

0p
m

1:
00

pm

1:
30

pm

2:
00

pm

2:
30

pm

3:
00

pm

3:
30

pm

4:
00

pm

4:
30

pm

5:
00

pm

5:
30

pm

6:
00

pm

6:
30

pm

DI
SC

O
VE

RY
 

LO
U

N
G

E Share the 
Love Mate: 

Tiernan Brady M
ad

jit
il 

M
oo

rn
a

Why Language 
Matters

Creative Climates
Can We Survive the 

21st Century?

LI
BR

A
RY

 
TH

EA
TR

E

Talk the 
Talk

Who Laughs 
Last?

Nyungar Songs 
Workshop

G
RE

AT
 

SO
U

TH
ER

N
 

RO
O

M Changing the Conversation on Refugees and  
Getting it on the #RightTrack: Kon Karapanagiotidis

TH
E 

N
O

O
K Eat the City – Walk 1 

Registrations 
11:15am

Eat the City – Walk 2 
Registrations 

12:45pm

Eat the City 
– Lunch with 

Manna

FI
RS

T 
ED

IT
IO

N
 

CA
FE

 &
 B

A
R

Disrupted Festival Music Program 
3pm Mr Sinclair  

4pm Montana Bourke and Josh Hill

A
RO

U
N

D 
TH

E 
LI

BR
A

RY MYRadio

Museum of Water

Right Wrongs: 1967 Referendum – The WA Story

F E S T I VA L  O F  I D E A S

First Edition Café and Bar 
Open for refreshments from 10am, Bar open from noon. Entry is 
subject to licensing restrictions and capacity. 18+ ID required.

Continue the conversation with a coffee, glass of wine, a snack 
or a light meal from Heyder & Shears’ First Edition Café at the 
State Library. 

After the Festival on Saturday and Sunday, wind down or wind 
up with the sounds of Perth’s finest musicians and DJs in the 
courtyard.

Disrupted Festival Music Program 
First Edition Café and Bar Courtyard  
Saturday: 4pm Rok Riley DJ Set, 5:15pm Ziggy Ramo Live,  
6:15pm Kuzich Live 
Sunday: 3pm Mr Sinclair DJ Set, 4pm Montana Bourke and  
Josh Hills DJ Set

Continue the Disrupted Festival vibes with music from some of 
Australia’s finest musicians and DJ’s. Featuring Indigenous rapper 
Ziggy Ramo hot on the heels of his new single Same Script, 
Kuzich playing old school hip-hop beats and local legend 
Rok Riley a long time host on RTR FM’s Full Frequency playing 
eclectic sets of new and old tunes. Mr Sinclair, Montana Bourke 
and Josh Hills will be playing chilled tunes to wrap up the 
weekend.

Department of 
Culture and the Arts

This project is supported 
by the State Government 

through the Department of 
Culture and the Arts

Registration is required to secure a place for some events.  
Look for the symbol 

The Discovery Store

The combined State Library and WA Museum gift and book 
store promotes excellence in Western Australian literature and 
publishing.

Explore the bookshelves for award winning fiction, non-fiction 
and children’s books. Also available are unique gifts, greeting 
cards, postcards, stationery items and a variety of library and 
museum related merchandise.


